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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
Pulaski, Virginia 

CROSS AND FLAME  

òTo reach out in love and in service through knowing Christ and making Him known.ó 

 
 

 
 
 

ñBut what about you?ò he asked.  ñWho do you say I am?ò 

Luke 9:20 

 

This is a question I try to pose to myself each morning.  I must 

confess it is not always an easy question to answer.  When we 

are honest, there are times in our lives that we push Jesus 

aside.  We treat Him as if He were anyone but the Son of God.  

Peter had his own problems as soon as these words sprang 

from his tongue.  The hard reality of Jesusô mission was too 

much for him to accept. (Matthew 16:22) He said, ñ...never, 

Lordò.  Jesus asks us, "Who do you say I am?" and then waits 

for our answers.  We answer in different ways.  We respond 

by our words and later our actions.  It is easy to respond in the 

emotional moment and say ñLord, You are my Lord.ò  Is it 

convenient to claim Him as Lord when He leads us in ways 

that are difficult?   I think it is significant that one week after 

Peter shared his revelation, Jesus took him along with John 

and James up onto a mountain to pray.  There they witnessed 

the glorified Jesus.  God the Father confirmed what Peter said.  

It was here that Peter was speechless.  It was not until Jesusô 

death, resurrection and ascension did Peter find his voice.  

Then on Pentecost he spoke again with a depth of certainty 

that Jesus was the Son of God and the source of our salvation. 

This voice stayed with him for the rest of his life.  Always 

remember we are a work in progress.  Do not get discouraged 

when your words of faith and actions are not the same.  Look 

at what God did with Peter, He can do the same with you and 

me.   

 

     Your Pastor, 

      Hugh 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
On July 19-22, eleven youth and three adults from our 

church joined with fifteen people from Rural Retreat UMC 

for a youth mission project.  On Monday (July 19), our 

youth worked at Crossroads Shelter.  We shampooed car-

pets, pressure washed the outside of the building, and tore 

out a huge chimney that extended through two stories and 

the attic. (The chimney was causing too much weight on the 

floor and was preventing them from jacking it up and brac-

ing it, so it needed to come out.) 

 

On Tuesday and Wednesday, our team worked with Project 

Crossroads.  We built three primitive benches around a fire 

pit, put up two storage sheds, and hauled and split tons of 

firewood for the ministry there. 

 

On Thursday, we celebrated with a trip to Emerald Point 

Water Park in Greensboro, NC.  We were blessed with great 

weather and excellent leadership from the chaperones that 

joined us.  Susette Kilgore and Rob Hodges were a huge 

help this past week, and we are appreciative of their sacri-

fices and hard work! 

 

This was a fantastic trip!  We accomplished much more 

work than the facilities had planned for, and our youth 

worked extremely hard. You can very proud of the way that 

they represented your church!  Their behavior was exem-

plary! 

 

Thank you for your prayers during the last week! 

Craig 

 

 

 

Mark your calendars NOW foré... 

 

Resurrection 2011! 

January 14-16  

BLESSING OF THE BACK PACKS 
Sunday, August 29 

8:45am and 11:00am  
 
This will be a special time in our worship services of prayer 
for our children, teachers and school personnel. We en-
courage everyone to bring their backpacks, 
totes, briefcases and blackberrys as we pray 
over them for protection, learning and faithful-
ness to Jesus Christ during the school year.   



CAMP DICKENSON  

40TH CELEBRATION 

AUGUST 22, 2010 - 2:00pm - 7:00pm 

 

Activities will include a cookout supper, hayrides, games, 

face painting and worship.   

 

You are invited to join the fun and fellowship! 

RSVP by August 18 by  

calling 276.744.7241 or 

e-mail - campdickenson@centurylink.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAITH PROMISE SUNDAY  

AUGUST 22 
 

Baltic Methodist Theological Seminary Scholarship 

(Estonia) 
 
One of the ways we help provide leaders is through our support 

of a student at the Baltic Methodist Theological Seminary in 
Estonia.  BMTS trains students for leadership in local congrega-

tions, but it also stresses the need for a Biblical foundation of 

faith and the Wesleyan tradition of Christian life and service.  
BMTS graduates go out into the communities of Estonia and 

even into Russia, bringing the good news of Jesus into formerly 

Communist areas.  Our donations will help one of them finish 
school and take Jesus out into the world. 

 

Young Life of the New River Valley 
 
On at least one occasion in His life, Jesus was beset by chil-

dren; and His disciples thought they were a nuisance.  Thinking 

that Jesusô time was too important to be spent with kids, the 
disciples tried to send them away; but Jesus said, "Permit the 

children to come to Me, and do not hinder them, for the king-
dom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I say to you, who-

ever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will not 

enter it at all."  (Luke 18:16-17) 
Young Life shares Jesusô love with middle- and high-school 

students and helps them find the true meaning of life.  Young 

Life counselors communicate Jesusô love to kids by befriending 
them, walking where they walk, being involved in their lives, 

and modeling Jesusô love and grace to them.  Club activities 
teach basic Bible lessons in a fun and non-threatening atmos-

phere. Campaignersô events give students a way to invite 

friends to have fun and learn about Christ.  Young Life camps 
give kids the opportunity to come to know Jesus in a real and 

personal way.  Pulaski Young Life is active at PCHS and hopes 

to reach into the middle schools soon. 

 

of
The WorldBread

 
MUSIC CAMP 2010 

GPS 

(Godôs Plan of Salvation) 

August 8 - 13 
 

Presentations 
Sunday, August 15 at 8:45am and 7:00pm 

 
Buckle your seat belts for a fun-filled, inspirational ride on the 
Holy Highway with GPS (God's Plan of Salvation) as your guide!  
Multiple Dove Award-winning writer Celeste Clydesdale has cre-
ated yet another high-energy kids' musical packed with humor, 
creativity and above all, spiritual truth. 
  
This musical features several fantastic new songs plus Steven 

Curtis Chapman's "Treasure of You" and Avalon's "I Don't Want 

to Go." 

 Information and Schedule-At-A-Glance 
 Sunday, August  8 ï 4:00pm - 6:00pm 

 Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday - 8:30am - 1:30pm 

Thursday & Friday-9:00am-3:00pm                                                                             
  

Music Campers need to bring a lunch each day.  Drinks will be 
provided. 
  
If transportation is needed, please call the church office at 
540.980.3331. 
  
Also, a brochure is available and a registration form (available 
online or in the church office) must be filled out completely 
and sent (or brought) to FUMC by Sunday, August 1. (A notary 
will be available in the church office and on Sunday August 8). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning September 7, our Hispanic Ministry will offer 

English Classes.   Weekly classes will be held in Room B of 

the Family Life Center from 9:00am - 1:00pm  The Rosetta 

Stone program will be used for this class.  For more infor-

mation contact Araceli Ruiz (994.9991). 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  

FOR THE  

CHURCH-WIDE FAMILY PICNIC!   

 

It will be Sunday, August 30, from 5:00pm - 7:00pm at 

the Randolph Park Gazebo.  Bring a dish to share with your 

church family.  Drinks and paper products will be provided. 

If you need a ride, please call the church office during the 

week before the picnic.   



ñWe will be loyal to the United Methodist Church and  

support it with our prayers, our presence, 

our gifts and our service.ò  

Hospital & Rehab & Nursing Home:  Lois Lewey, Cosne 

Dalton 

Retirement Centers & At Home:  Ruth Yowell, Peggy 

White, Dow & Peggy Owens, Paul Ratcliffe, Louise Dwor-

schak, Tom & Lois Hawley, Bob Aker, Ellen Kate Carson, 

Susie Crowder, Curtis Logan, Jen Brewer, Betsey Thomas 

Serving our Country: Marc Fitzwater, Melvin Vest, David 

Booker, John Warren Hedge, Aaron Moore 
    

 

JULY AVERAGE ATTENDANCE  
 Sunday School                       86    

    Morning Worship                                     197 

 (8:45, 11:00, Hispanic) 

            

 

            2010 Budget                      $    419,311 

            Needed each week                                        8,064   

            Needed through July 18                            233,856                     

            Received through July 18                         187,812  
      

Our Presence 

Our Gifts  

Stewardship 

Our Prayers 

 

The pastor and congregation extend their  

Christian sympathy to the following families: 

 

Jenni French on the loss of her sister, Mary Barr of Georgia. 

 

Brenda Martin and Cindy Southern and family on the loss of 

their mother-in-law and grandmother, Phyllis Martin of Pearis-

burg.   

 

        Sylvia Sutphin Jones  
 
 

Joined First  UMC  
August 27, 1961  

 
Died  

July 18, 2010  

Jeremy Bear Huber received the Sacrament of Bap-
tism on Sunday, July 11.  He is the son of Francis and 
Vilma Huber and the grandson of John and Maya 
Huber, Ernesto and Dionosia Aguirre and the nephew 
of Peter and Pat Huber. 

I want to thank Reverend Kilgore and the con-

gregation again for all the prayers, cards and 

visits during the last year.  God answered the 

prayers and Iôm getting better every day.  It 

was sad on June 19, knowing it may be my last time there as I 

was moving that week to Georgia.  I already miss my church 

family there. 

 

    Love and God Bless, 

    Mary Katherine Rader 

 

We would like to offer our very special thanks to Reverend 

Kilgore, the staff and church family of Sylvia Jones.  We appre-

ciate your love and support during her illness and passing.  

Grannyôs ñcelebration of lifeò service turned what we antici-

pated would be a sad day into a truly memorable and special 

day.  Weôre also grateful to those that prepared and served the 

bountiful and delicious meal to family and friends.  To carry on 

her tradition of closing, weôll do the same.   

 

    Jimmy and Brenda Jones 
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Amber Inman of Kingman, Arizona, gave birth to 
their great grandsons, Jonathan and Jacob Inman, 
on July 6, 2010.  Amber and the boys are doing 
well.  Jeff, the husband and father......still frazzled.  
Congratulations to the Toothakers on these addi-
tions to their family. 

Dow and Peggy Owens have recently 

moved to the Pulaski Retirement Commu-

nity.  Their address and phone number is a 

 

 

Pulaski Retirement Community - Room 107 

2421 Lee Highway 

Pulaski, Virginia  24301 

540.980.5540 

Marc Fitzwater has recently been deployed to  
Afghanistan.  He would appreciate hearing from his 

FUMC family.  His address is 
Fitzwater, K. Marc 

 SOTF 4 3 

                    FB COBRA 
                  APO AE 09355  

 

Care packages containing baby wipes, gum, mints, hard candy, 
Wal-Mart brand Trail Mix, beef jerky, cashews, peanuts, maga-

zines, saline nasal spray, breathe right stips and homemade items 
would also be appreciated.   


